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Amendment No. 679 

The second amendment I wanted to talk about is Coburn amendment No. 679. That amendment 
states: 

 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act, nothing in this Act shall restrict the development 
of renewable energy on public land, including geothermal, solar and wind energy and related 
transmission infrastructure. 

 
Madam President, the proponent of the amendment argues we should not designate the 
wilderness or national park or other conservation in the areas set out in this bill because they 
will restrict our sources of energy. I disagree with that. 

 
For example, the bill, as it stands before us, designates 15 new wilderness areas. None of 
those areas have significant energy development potential. Three of the wilderness areas are 
within national parks where energy development is already not allowed. So the wilderness 
designation would not change that in any way. 

 
The remaining wilderness areas are on land administered by the Bureau of Land Management 
or the Forest Service, and those agencies have provided information to our committee, the 
Energy Committee, that the new wilderness areas have low or no potential for energy 
development within the areas designated. 

 
In addition to the wilderness areas, the amendment would undermine the designation of 
several other areas that are created to protect naturally significant features. For example, the bill 
designates a new national monument and a new national conservation area in my home State of 
New Mexico, one of which will protect a series of fossilized prehistoric trackways and the other 
which protects a large cave system. Neither site is appropriate for energy development. Neither 
designation would reduce the contribution made by New Mexico as a major energy provider. 

 
We are currently working on an energy bill in our Energy and Natural Resources Committee that 
will encourage the development of renewable energy. However, the areas designated in this bill 
will not reduce our Nation's ability to develop these resources. 


