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Mr. DOLE. Mr. President, I now ask unanimous consent that the Senate turn to the 
consideration of Calendar No. 300, H.R. 1296, regarding Presidio properties, and the bill 
be considered in the following fashion: 

 
That amendments numbered 3571 and 3572 be withdrawn and all other amendments 
and motions other than the Murkowski substitute and the committee substitute be 
withdrawn, and the committee-reported substitute be modified to reflect the adoption of 
the Murkowski substitute, as modified, to reflect the deletion of title XVI, Sterling Forest, 
and title XX, Utah Wilderness, and containing the text of amendment numbered 3572, 
with Lost Creek land exchange modified to reflect the text I now send to the desk, and 
the committee substitute, as amended, be immediately agreed to, the bill be advanced to 
third reading and passed, and the motion to reconsider be laid upon the table, all without 
any intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection? Without objection, it is so ordered. 

The modification to the Murkowski substitute amendment No. 3564 is as follows: 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I strongly support the passage of this important 
environmental legislation. Taken together, these measures represent the most significant 
and important conservation package to come before the Senate in over a decade. They 
will preserve and protect for future generations important natural resource and historic 
treasures of this country as well as providing critically needed management authorities. 

 
For the most part, the measures contained in this package have languished on the 
Senate floor due to holds and delaying tactics from Senators. I want to congratulate the 
majority leader, Senator Dole, for his successful efforts to end the seemingly endless 
parade of obstacles to the passage of this legislation. Had we less rhetoric and a 
modicum of rational assistance from the administration, we might have accomplished this 
far earlier. We all observed the administration's game plan and the willingness of the 
media to cater to it, including attaching the minimum wage package to the parks 
legislation. 

 
Mr. President. I will not go into lengthy detail on the various measures that are finally 
being released, but I do want to highlight some of them at this time. 

 
Title I of this measure deals with the Presidio of San Francisco. By itself, this title is an 
important and critically needed measure that should have been enacted months ago. 
With the closure [*S4510] of the Presidio, the National Park Service was facing an 
almost impossible drain on its limited funds to maintain a unique and important resource. 
The legislation establishes a mechanism whereby the Presidio will be preserved and 



maintained for future generations, the National Park Service will be able to focus on 
interpretation and the visitor experience, and the site will be self-supporting. I appreciate 
the willingness of the two Senators from California to work with me and the committee in 
crafting this novel approach. 

 
Title II contains 25 miscellaneous amendments and boundary changes. Some of these 
measures were reported from the committee over a year ago. They affect areas from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific and provide essential authorities that the administration needs for 
proper and effective management. 

 
The remaining 34 titles include the establishment of new areas, such as the Tall Grass 
Prairie National Preserve, which will preserve one of the last portions of the prairie that 
symbolized the West. Both Senator Dole and Senator Kassebaum deserve credit for the 
efforts to secure passage of that measure, but it too had been held up by the other side. 
Among those titles is the Snowbasin Land Exchange, which is critical for the Winter 
Olympics. Apparently the administration is only concerned with getting through 
;November and was prepared to let that measure languish with the other measures. The 
title also includes the Selma to Montgomery National Historic Trail, an important measure 
that will commemorate a significant part of the civil rights movement. 

 
The Taos Pueblo Land Transfer title would transfer 764 acres of land within the Wheeler 
Peak Wilderness in New Mexico to the Secretary of the Interior to be held in trust for 
Pueblo de Taos Indians. This tract is surrounded on three sides by Pueblo lands and is an 
important area for use in their religious ceremonies. The Pueblo would use the lands for 
traditional purposes, but the lands would otherwise be managed to protect its 
wilderness character. Both Senator Domenici and Senator Dole were instrumental in 
moving that measure and I appreciate their support. 

 
The Rocky Mountain National Visitor Center, sponsored by Senators Campbell and Brown 
addresses a critical need at Rocky Mountain National Park through a creative public- 
private partnership to provide a visitor center for the park. Rocky Mountain National Park 
is the most popular tourist attraction in the State of Colorado, drawing over 3 million 
visitors every year, but has not had a visitor center. 

 
Mr. President. All these measures are important and all should have passed on their own 
merits long ago. These measures are important to the environment, essential to the 
National Park System, and will be of lasting benefit to future generations. As I stated 
earlier, they represent the single largest conservation package to come before the Senate 
in over a decade. 

 
This Senator at least wants to express his gratitude to the majority leader, Senator Dole , 
for being able to free at least this group of hostages from the political games. He will 
probably not receive the credit he is due, but if we can enact the Presidio and the other 
measures included in this package, it will be as a result of his efforts and his leadership 
and I thank him. 

 
Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I rise to express my strong support to the efforts of 
Chairman Murkowski to move this package of bills. I would like to add my thoughts as 
well, as to what some have called the demise of the Utah wilderness bill. 

 
I am disappointed that the Senate failed to break the filibuster of the Utah wilderness 
bill. I would have liked to have had the Senate continue to debate the bill because I 
believe that, given the opportunity, we could have convinced those of my colleagues who 
had doubts about this bill to support it. I am also a realist and I understand that in this 
Chamber, if one does not have the votes to invoke cloture, it is difficult to move any 
piece of legislation. 



 

I want my constituents, the people of Utah, to know of my appreciation for their 
tremendous support over the last 14 months. Despite what a small, but very vocal 
minority would have the Senate believe, the people of Utah wanted a sensible, balanced 
wilderness bill. S. 884 achieved that balanced approach and it was supported widely 
across the State of Utah. I believe that a letter in support of our bill signed by over 300 
elected officials in Utah is a good indicator that it has strong public support. A rigorous 
public comment process, involving thousands of written comments, personal testimony, 
and over 40 public hearings assisted the Utah delegation in drafting this bill. It was a 
thorough, well-thought-out process and it was open to plenty of criticism from the other 
side. 

 
I, particularly, want to express my tremendous appreciation to those county 
commissioners from the rural Utah counties who would have been most impacted by 
wilderness designation. These faithful and dedicated public servants have devoted 
thousands of hours to develop the county proposals. Despite the fact that S. 884 included 
1.1 million acres more than the counties recommended as wilderness, these individuals 
recognized the need to bring the 20-year debate to closure. The county commissioners 
have invested thousands of dollars, and sacrificed their personal time to come to 
Washington to enlighten my colleagues about the wilderness issue. 

 
There are dozens of names that deserve to be mentioned, but I would like to give 
particular credit to Commissioner Louise Liston of Garfield County, Commissioner Lana 
Moon of Millard County, Commissioners Bill Redd and Ty Lewis of San Juan County, 
Commissioners Randy Johnson and Kent Peterson of Emery County. I would also be 
remiss if I failed to mention Commissioners Joe Judd of Kane County and Teryl Hunsaker 
of Tooele County. As always, the fine commissioners of Washington County, Gayle 
Aldred, Jerry B. Lewis, and Russ Gallian were instrumental in providing expertise. There 
are dozens of other faithful commissioners and I apologize that I cannot mention them all 
by name. 

 
The Utah wilderness issue is not dead. On the contrary, it is very much alive and very 
much unresolved. It will come again before the Senate, and at some point we will be 
forced to finally deal with the issue. It is my hope that next time, my colleagues will give 
greater consideration to the $ 10 million [*S4513]  of taxpayers' money and the 20 
years of BLM expertise that went into providing the basis for our recommendation. 

 
Again, while I am disappointed that Utah wilderness will not be included in this package, 
there is a silver lining in this cloud. Mr. President, as you know, Utah is preparing to host 
the 2002 Winter Olympics. Last fall, Senator Hatch and I introduced the Snowbasin Land 
Exchange, which would authorize the Forest Service to enter into a land exchange with 
the Snowbasin ski resort to exchange 1,320 acres of Forest Service land around 
Snowbasin for over 4,000 acres throughout the Wasatch Front. It is an equal value 
exchange, and a win-win situation for both parties. Not only for the Olympics, but for 
other reasons as well. 

 
For example, in Utah open space in some areas is at a premium. As our population swells 
each year as thousands of people from other States like California and New Jersey come 
to Utah because of our quality of life, our precious open spaces along the Wasatch Front 
are rapidly disappearing. As part of this exchange, the Forest Service will acquire lands 
along the Bonneville Shoreline Trail which is one of the most heavily used recreational 
trails in northern Utah. The people of Weber County will benefit as the critical wildlife 
habitat along the benches above Ogden is preserved along with the open spaces. 
Development will be prevented from encroaching upon these areas. Again, it is a win-win 
situation arranged for through this exchange. 



Unfortunately, the Snowbasin exchange was caught up in the politics of the day and for 
various reasons, this legislation had the brakes put on it by the Clinton administration. 
Snowbasin and the Utah delegation proceeded through months of negotiations with the 
Forest Service and finally reached agreements on virtually every one of the 
administration's concerns. This legislation is necessary for the successful implementation 
of the 2002 Winter Olympics and I know that my colleagues are as concerned as I am 
that this legislation is implemented so Snowbasin may proceed to prepare for the men's 
and women's downhill. We all want a successful Olympic event. This legislation is 
included as part of the chairman's package and I am pleased that we can finally act upon 
this bill. 

 
Again, Mr President, I thank the chairman for his willingness to move this package and I 
encourage my colleagues to support it. I thank the Chair. 


