Wilderness.net's Saint Lazaria Wilderness
Fact Sheet
Introduction
The United States Congress designated the Saint
Lazaria Wilderness in 1970 and it now has a total of
65 acres. All of the wilderness is in Alaska and is
managed by the Fish and Wildlife Service.

Description
Rising no more than 180 feet above the surging ocean
at the entrance to Sitka Sound, Saint Lazaria Island
was established as a refuge for seabirds in 1909,
became a Wilderness in 1970, and was added as a subunit to the Alaska Maritime National Wildlife
Refuge in 1980. Saint Lazaria has two low summits, forested with mature Sitka spruce, which are
connected by a bare saddle that is washed by waves at high tide. Cliffs topped with lush grasses fall
to the sea.
Among the tangled tree roots are the burrows of petrels, tufted puffins, and rhinoceros auklets.
Pigeon guillemots create a nest-scrape in rocky crevices near common murres, glaucous-winged
gulls, and pelagic cormorants. Just under half a million birds lay their eggs on Saint Lazaria, where
overcast skies drizzle rain and winds blow moderately to strong throughout much of the year. People
are asked to not land on the island, and especially not to walk around. Burrows are crushed easily
(as are the occupants), and many birds may abandon their nest when disturbed, allowing the bolder
gulls, crows, and ravens to swoop in and feed on eggs and chicks.

Leave No Trace
How to follow the seven standard Leave No Trace principles differs in different parts of the
country (desert vs. Rocky Mountains). Click on any of the principles listed below to learn more
about how they apply in the Saint Lazaria Wilderness.
1. Plan Ahead and Prepare
2. Travel and Camp on Durable Surfaces
3. Dispose of Waste Properly
4. Leave What You Find
5. Minimize Campfire Impacts
6. Respect Wildlife
7. Be Considerate of Other Visitors
For more information on Leave No Trace, Visit the Leave No Trace, Inc. website.

Area Management

The Saint Lazaria Wilderness is part of the 109 million acre National Wilderness Preservation
System. This System of lands provides clean air, water, and habitat critical for rare and endangered
plants and animals. In wilderness, you can enjoy challenging recreational activities like hiking,
backpacking, climbing, kayaking, canoeing, rafting, horse packing, bird watching, stargazing, and
extraordinary opportunities for solitude. You play an important role in helping to "secure for the
American people of present and future generations the benefits of an enduring resource of
wilderness" as called for by the Congress of the United States through the Wilderness Act of 1964.
Please follow the requirements outlined below and use Leave No Trace techniques when visiting the
Saint Lazaria Wilderness to ensure protection of this unique area.
Unless otherwise specified, no motorized equipment or mechanical transport, with the exception of
wheelchairs, is allowed. This is generally true for all federal lands managed as designated
wilderness.

Contacts
Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge
95 Sterling Highway
Suite 1
Homer, AK 99603

Phone: 907-235-6546
Fax: 907-235-7783

Links on Wilderness.net
National, Regional and Local Wilderness Organizations (NGOs)
A listing of societies, organizations, coalitions and other wilderness-related advocacy and
stewardship groups.
Career and Volunteer Opportunities
A listing of sites providing information about wilderness- and environmentally-related career and
volunteer opportunities.

Applicable Wilderness Law(s)
Law

Date

Acreage Change (in acres)

Public Law 91-504
October 23, 1970
62
(No official title, designates Fish and Wildlife Service wildernesses) - Public Law 91-504
(10/23/1970) To designate certain lands as wilderness within National Wildlife Refuges
download 91-504

