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Exhibit Request Template 

This adaptable template has been created for sending to museums to request a 2014 exhibit for the 50th anniversary of the Wilderness Act.

The Wilderness Act, a landmark American statute signed by President Lyndon Johnson on September 3, 1964, will turn 50 in 2014.  A 50th birthday a golden anniversary is always a noteworthy event, but to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the Wilderness Act deserves nationwide recognition and celebration.  The purpose of this law was to secure for the American people of present and future generations the benefits of an enduring resource of wilderness.  The law made it an explicit national policy to preserve wild places forever; it instituted a close social relationship between wild nature and the American people. 

The 50th Anniversary National Planning Team (Wilderness50) composed of representatives from all four federal wilderness management agencies and from all major national non-profit environmental organizations that focus on wilderness, seeks to promote this landmark occasion to make the idea of wilderness and the benefits mentioned in the Act better known to the public.  Toward this end, local events in major cities and other prominent communities are being planned.  Museum displays and exhibits are an ideal educational tool to spread awareness about wilderness.  We’d like to ask you to reserve space during 2014 for an exhibit focused on some aspect related to wild nature whether it is wilderness specifically, wildlife, local parks, or nature reserves. 

Museums may wish to curate and plan an exhibit of their own, or rely more on Wilderness50 and the statewide Sierra Club Chapter working with Wilderness50 for exhibit materials. In either case Wilderness50 will have some generic wilderness material available to museums willing to participate.  These would include a copy of the Act, historic photographs, and a short (2-5 minute) video clip that can be shown on a recurring loop.

Museums that have in their collection one or more paintings considered to be from the Hudson River School—the 19th century landscape art that was so influential in acquainting Americans with the wild nature of their own Western lands and subsequently encouraging preservation of these lands—are invited to display these in a prominent way during 2014, possibly in a special room that could be called the “wilderness room,” or the “wilderness 50th anniversary room.” Even if there is only one painting involved, it can be accompanied by educational messages on small flyers (which Wilderness50 could provide) and/or selected photographs of in-state wild areas (which local volunteers could provide).

Purpose of exhibit and applicability to art, natural history, or science museums during this 50th Anniversary of the 1964 Wilderness Act:

· To educate the public in the values of wilderness, conservation, and preservation of our public wild lands by bringing attention to the 50th anniversary of the signing of the Wilderness Act.
· To demonstrate the ecological relevance and inspirational value of the natural world, and its historical and current protection. Perhaps to lead toward a conservation consciousness and ecological concern.
· To use the power of art to inspire people to appreciate, understand, and protect their natural environment.
· To motivate students to look closely, think carefully, and find out more about the natural world around them.
· To develop awareness with discovery and wonder at nature’s creativity.
· To educate children and adults about our wild public lands with aesthetic, scientific, and legislative information about the Wilderness Act. 
· To promote the values of wilderness, and how wilderness affects our lives.

Intended Audience  
· Teachers and students, Principals, and public school officials
· Public officials involved with wilderness legislation
· Community visitors interested in the natural environment, legislative protection of wilderness, and the history of the Wilderness Act

Exhibit Title Examples
· Fifty Years of Wilderness
· Art and our Wilderness
· Why Wilderness
· America’s Natural Heritage—Wild places celebrated
· Wilderness, past and future: yours to protect and enjoy

Details
· Budget: To be determined by the Sierra Club.
· Funds: Raised by the local Sierra Club and others.
· Time Frame: Wilderness50 seeks to make the entire year of 2014 as The Year of Wilderness in America, so a particular time slot during 2014 is not essential.
· Stake Holders/Input Groups:  Sierra Club __________ Chapter, other wilderness-focused conservation groups (list) the Chapter is already working with or may work with, or sponsoring schools.
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