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I am pleased to announce the recipients of the 2021 Forest Service National Wilderness Awards.  
These awards honor individuals and groups for excellence in wilderness education, traditional skills 
leadership, decision-making, and overall wilderness stewardship in the year 2020.  Forest Service 
Chief Randy Moore recently announced and celebrated the winners at the virtual 2021 National 
Wilderness Workshop, with over one hundred Forest Service employees and wilderness partners in 
attendance.  The physical awards have been mailed for presentation by local units.  

Aldo Leopold Award for Overall Wilderness Stewardship 

Ralph Swain, Rocky Mountain Region Wilderness and Wild & Scenic Rivers Program Manager 
(retired) 

Ralph Swain led the Rocky Mountain Region Wilderness program for twenty years, consistently 
striving to equip other wilderness stewards with skills to improve their craft.  His technical expertise 
and leadership skills have made him an integral part of the wilderness community, and his influence 
will have an impact for decades to come.  A few of his accomplishments include contributions to the 
development of the ten-year Wilderness Challenge that later evolved into a national program called 
Wilderness Stewardship Performance.  He has also served as a leader and coordinator for the Annual 
Winter Wilderness Managers Meeting and Wilderness Ranger Academy, where he facilitated shared 
learning and development of field skills.  Perhaps no other accomplishment speaks more loudly than 
the 80 people who advocated for his recognition for this award.  Ralph has raised the standard of 
excellence for the wilderness community. 

Bob Marshall Award for Group Champion of Wilderness Stewardship 

New Mexico Wild, Albuquerque, New Mexico 

New Mexico Wild has worked to establish relationships with other nonprofits and a wide array of 
communities, including Tribes, watershed organizations, and businesses, producing a diverse array of 
stakeholders.  Some of their contributions include taking the lead to plan the 50th anniversary of the 
Wilderness Act in 2014.  Building on the momentum from that event, they collaborated with 
National Forests across New Mexico to hire New Mexico Wild wilderness rangers to work on 25 
wilderness areas across the state.  Most recently, they used their partnership model with the Forest 
Service to include the Bureau of Land Management in a wilderness-character monitoring effort that 
brings the agencies one step closer to the goal of having a full picture of wilderness character across 
New Mexico.  They have set a precedent for a model of partnership that brings people together to 
steward wild places. 
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Excellence in Wilderness Research Application Award 

Ann Schwaller, Forest Program Manager of Boundary Waters Canoe Area (BWCA) Wilderness, 
Superior National Forest, Minnesota 

For over a decade, Ann Schwaller has worked to preserve and enhance night sky views in the BWCA 
through a designation as a Dark Sky Sanctuary.  This involved intensive monitoring efforts in the 
field and coordination across several stakeholder groups.  In September 2020, the International Dark-
Sky Association announced the BWCA as the newest Dark Sky Sanctuary, and, at just over one 
million acres, the largest such designation in the world.  Dark skies hold a special connection to 
wilderness characteristics like solitude or primitive and unconfined recreation.  The designation has 
led to increased educational opportunities with local towns, counties, state universities, and partners.  
Ann’s steady advocacy for the night sky heritage in the region has had a direct impact on 
management strategies and increased protection of this resource. 

Wilderness Partnership Champion Award 

Chuck Cichowitz, Noah’s Ark Whitewater Rafting Company, Buena Vista, Colorado 

Chuck Cichowitz has worked to build strong working relationships with the Forest Service by 
volunteering to engage in wilderness stewardship.  He views the agency’s partnership with outfitters 
and guides as an extension of sound wilderness management.  He requires his staff to attend 
wilderness trainings and recently led efforts to remove 200 unwanted campfire rings in the Collegiate 
Peaks Wilderness.  Not only does he equip his staff to learn wilderness stewardship techniques: he 
teaches his customers the same concepts.  His audience includes underserved and under-represented 
communities of color, including urban youth, for whom he facilitates outdoor recreation experiences.  
Chuck’s commitment to being both a leader and an on-the-ground steward sets a new standard for 
special-use permit holders in partnership with the Forest Service.  

Traditional Skills and Minimum Tool Leadership Award 

Adam Washebek, Recreation Staff Officer, Gardiner Ranger District, Custer Gallatin National 
Forest, Montana 

Adam Washebek’s passion for traditional skills is plain to all who work with him.  Not only is he 
talented in tying knots, packing with stock, and crosscut sawing—among other skills—he also knows 
how to teach these skills to others, serving as the Northern Region’s Crosscut Saw Coordinator.  He 
has trained hundreds of sawyers and contributed to the Northern Rockies Wilderness Skills Institute 
for several years and developed traditional skills instruction films and other resources with the 
National Technology and Development Program.   

Please join me in congratulating this year’s Wilderness Awards recipients! 
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