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Approval for Motorized Equipment or Mechanical Transport in Wilderness

in Support of Fire Management Activities

I. FIRE INFORMATION:  

	Date/Time:
	
	Start Date/Time:
	

	Fire Name/Number:
	
	Current Size:
	

	Wilderness Area:
	
	General Location:
	

	FMP Polygon(s):
	
	Managed Fire 
	


II. POTENTIAL NEED FOR MOTORIZED EQUIPMENT:  
(Check and explain all applicable needs; to be completed by Fire Duty Officer):

	Check
	TOPIC
	SITUATION (briefly describe)

	
	SAFETY:
	

	
	- Firefighter Safety
	

	
	- Public Safety
	

	
	RESOURCE IMPACTS:
	

	
	- Wilderness Resources
	

	
	- TES habitat or populations
	

	
	- Cultural Resources
	

	
	OTHER PROPERTY AND VALUES:
	

	
	- Adjacent private land/ structures
	

	
	- FS or other agency infrastructure
	

	
	-Permitted activities
	

	
	LOCAL CONDITIONS:
	

	
	- Extreme fire indices
	

	
	- High potential for spread
	

	
	- Current/projected weather conditions
	

	
	FIRE MANAGEMENT RESOURCES:
	

	
	-  Availability is low.
	

	
	-  Amount of other proximal fire activity.
	

	
	- Regional Preparedness Level
	

	
	- Remoteness, accessibility, response time
	

	
	OTHER (specify):
	

	
	-Traditional skills not available
	

	
	-Non-motorized equipment not available
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


III.   ALTERNATIVES AND RATIONALE FOR USE OF MOTORIZED EQUIPMENT or MECHANICAL TRANSPORT


(To be completed by Resource Advisor or Wilderness Technical Specialist)
Utilize MIST and wilderness fireline and restoration standards to minimize impacts in all actions.

	Proposed Action
	Alternative
	

	Motorized Equipment or Mechanical Transport Tactic
	Non-Motorized Equipment or Non-mechanical Transport Tactic
	Rationale for Authorizing Motorized Equipment or Mechanical Transport 

Note - Be specific and identify why motorized equipment or mechanical transport is the minimum necessary requirement.

	Aerial delivery of fire fighters
	Walk, pack, or boat in
	

	Helispot construction
	Use natural openings or existing helispots
	

	Helicopter landings
	Personnel and materials are packed or floated in or out
	

	Helicopter sling loads
	Pack or float materials in or out
	

	Para-cargo drops
	Pack or float materials in or out
	

	Helicopter water drops
	Use backpack pumps, gravity fed hose lays, or dry mop
	

	Aerial retardant application
	Manage fire using natural features and fuel breaks
	

	Chain saws
	Use cross-cut saws 

Locate line to avoid or minimize need for cutting

Avoid or isolate hazard trees

Revise mop-up standards
	

	Water pumps
	Use backpack pumps, gravity fed hose lays, dry mop
	

	Bull dozers or tractors
	Manage fire using natural features, fuel breaks, and burnout
	

	Other:

	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


IV.  SPECIFIC REQUEST and AUTHORIZATION: 
(To be completed or approved by the Line Officer)

Based on the above needs and rationale, the following motorized equipment is requested.  Authorized use for the specified time periods and locations is as follows.

	Motorized Equipment
	Equip. Request
(Check)
	Specific Use or Objective

(Check blank or provide specific information)
	Authorized 

Time Period and Specific Area of Fire

	Chainsaw
	
	Fell Trees/snags posing a threat to the integrity of the fireline.
	

	
	
	Fell Trees/snags posing a threat to firefighter safety.
	

	
	
	Clearing fireline of brush/limbs to control spread.
	

	
	
	Bucking logs posing threat to integrity of fireline.
	

	
	
	
	

	Portable Pump
	
	Support to:___ Initial attack; ___ Extended attack,

and/or  ___ Mop Up.    
Approved water source(s):
_________________________________________
Water sources to avoid:

_________________________________________
	

	
	
	
	

	Helicopter
	
	Landing for Initial attack: _____
	

	
	
	Landing at approved helispots:_______________

_______________________________________
	

	
	
	Transport of ___ personnel, ___supplies/equipment 
	

	
	
	Bucket Drops to support ___ Initial attack,

____Extend attack _______ Other  
Approved water source(s): _________________________________________

Water sources to avoid: 
_________________________________________
	

	
	
	
	

	Bulldozers
	
	Protect private property
	

	
	
	
	

	Other Equipment
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Authorization Requested by:  


 Title_________________________

Wilderness Resource Advisor Review by:_____________________________________    

Authorized by:_____________________________ Date:_________________________

                                     Line Officer 
Note – the following table represents national policy as indicated in FSM 2320.   Some FS regions have re-delegated authority and should either delete this table or replace it with one that reflects regional direction.

LINE OFFICER APPROVAL:  Listed below is the line officers delegation level for the approval of motorized or mechanized equipment: FSM 2326.04b and 2326.04c  

	Motorized/Mechanical Request
	Authorization for Non-Emergency
	Authorization for Emergency

	· Chainsaws, Pumps
	· Regional Forester
	· Forest Supervisor

	· Helicopters-Fixed Wing

· Retardant Delivery

· Bucket Work

· Crew Shuttle
	· Regional Forester
	· Forest Supervisor

	· Helispot Construction
	· Regional Forester
	· Forest Supervisor

	· Motor Vehicle
	· Regional Forester
	· Forest Supervisor

	· Tractors (Heavy Equipment)
	· Regional Forester
	· Regional Forester
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