
NPS Management Policies 2006 
 
6.4.9 Mineral Development 
The National Park Service will seek to remove or extinguish valid mining claims and nonfederal mineral interests in 
wilderness through authorized processes, including purchasing valid rights. In parks where Congress has authorized 
the leasing of federal minerals, the Park Service will take appropriate actions to preclude the leasing of lands or 
minerals within wilderness whenever and wherever it is authorized to do so. Lands included within wilderness will be 
listed as “excepted areas” under applicable regulations in 43 CFR Parts 3100 and 3500 (see section 3500.8). 
 
Unless and until mineral interests and mining claims within NPS wilderness are eliminated, they must be managed 
pursuant to existing NPS regulations, policies, and procedures. (See 36 CFR Part 9, Subpart A, for mineral 
development on mining claims; 36 CFR Part 9, subpart B, for nonfederal oil and gas development; and 43 CFR Parts 
3100 and 3500 for federal mineral leasing.). A validity examination of unpatented claims in wilderness affected by a 
proposed plan of operations must be conducted by a certified mineral examiner before plan approval. Motorized use 
in wilderness is allowed only with an approved plan of operations on valid mineral claims and where there is no 
reasonable alternative. Motorized use for access can occur only on existing or approved roads. There will be no new 
roads or improvement of existing roads unless documented as being necessary for resource protection. Any plan of 
operations that is approved will include stipulations on operations and reclamation that will ensure that long-term 
effects on the wilderness area are substantially unnoticeable. For access to mining claims in NPS wilderness in 
Alaska, see 43 CFR 36.10. 


