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Wilderness Resource Protection 
and the 
10 Year Wilderness Stewardship Challenge
Element #8
There is much managers can and should do to uphold their responsibility under the Wilderness Act to protect the wilderness resource and insuring that wilderness character is not impaired. Important tasks include all of the items in the two lists below. In this context, the wilderness resource includes all of the social, biological, and physical components, values, and benefits. (See the Visitor Use Management Toolbox for more information on the managing the social values of wilderness.) The first list contains items specifically related to achieving the minimum level of stewardship described in the 10 Year Wilderness Stewardship Challenge (10YWSC).

1. Develop meaningful statements of desired conditions in collaboration with the public. These statements should clearly describe the physical, social and managerial attributes that will exist so that resource degradation is prevented. These statements essentially describe what “natural conditions” means for the particular wilderness given its history and context within the larger landscape.  The goal should be to ensure that opportunities for wilderness experiences exist in contrast with the opportunities available in the surrounding area, and that natural conditions are protected as in untrammeled by human control or manipulation..  
In developing desired conditions for the social component of the wilderness resource, it is often useful to describe a range or spectrum of opportunities with differing degrees of solitude, primitive or unconfined recreation rather than prescribe one type of opportunity for the entire wilderness. This allows managers to offer more choices for visitors seeking different types of wilderness experiences and allows for greater protection of particularly sensitive areas. Desired condition statements can include specifics about the opportunity for visitors to not constantly hear or see other people either on trails, at popular destinations, or at camps. The statements could also include specifics about the extent of the trail system as well as the development level of trails and associated facilities so that opportunity exists for adventure and self-reliance. Statements could also include specifics about the managerial environment that would offer opportunities for unconfined recreation while still protecting the opportunity for solitude and primitive recreation considered desirable. 

Development of desired conditions for the physical and biological components of the wilderness resources must describe the natural conditions that will result from allowing the forces of nature to dominate how natural processes of change occur. As described in the paragraph above, a range of conditions may be described to reflect greater protection needed for sensitive areas and differences in areas that receive higher and lower amounts of visitor use or other human influences from sources outside the wilderness. 

The development of desired conditions for wilderness is part of forest planning or the forest plan revision process and should be accomplished prior to the identification of specific indicators, guidelines, standards, or forest plan direction. Establishing desired condition contributes to the adequate direction and counting as 6 points for Element 8.
2. Inventory existing conditions to understand baseline conditions regarding all components of the wilderness resource to serve as reference point for development of realistic, attainable standards.  

Inventory of existing conditions, and subsequent evaluation of data, is reflected in the Incremental Measurement counting instructions for Element 8 of the 10YWSC and would score 4 points.

3. Select meaningful indicators of change. Indicators serve as the monitoring elements that would be tracked over time to evaluate whether or not management programs are making progress towards desired conditions or whether corrective actions are needed. Indicators must be chosen carefully selecting only those which will act as a warning to managers that change in management is needed.  

The selection of indicators of change is necessary to be able to establish standards (item #4 below) that become forest plan direction for management of wilderness and therefore part of what is needed to score 6 points for Element 8 of the 10YWSC.

4. Establish standards in collaboration with the public that define the minimally acceptable condition associated with each indicator. Standards serve as upfront “contracts with the public” defining when there is clearly a problem that requires a change in management actions. Standards should reflect the desired balance (i.e. acceptable trade-off) between an environment that provides outstanding opportunities for solitude and an environment that provides outstanding opportunities for unconfined recreation. Standards should also reflect the desired balance between an environment that provides outstanding opportunities for primitive recreation and an environment that provides acceptable protection of soil vegetation, water, heritage resources, and wildlife. 

The establishment of standards, which could be stated as the Limits of Acceptable Change (LAC) is part of what may be necessary to claim 6 points for Element 5 of the 10YWSC.

5. Monitor conditions for selected indicators and compare with established standards. Ensure monitoring occurs not only in popular areas and along primary trails but also occurs in lightly used areas and trailless areas, particularly those places vulnerable to rapid change. Monitoring data needs to be compiled and analyzed regularly to display a picture of trends in conditions. Where data suggests a downward trend in conditions, evaluate why this is occurring and implement actions (inside and/or outside the wilderness) that can reverse the downward trend. Where data shows clearly that conditions do not meet established standards, identify the most effective actions needed to correct the problem and implement. 

Monitoring of conditions is an essential part of Element 8 of the 10YWSC and is commensurate with the Incremental Measurement counting instructions as follows:

· 8 points: monitoring of selected indicators is accomplished and conditions are compared to forest plan direction

6.  Implement Management Actions when monitoring indicates that unacceptable levels of degradation exist.  In some cases, with especially fragile biophysical resource components, significant degradation can with little impact but restoration is difficult. If monitoring indicates a trend where conditions will soon exceed limits preventative actions may need to be taken. 
· 10 points: management actions are implemented for monitored conditions that have an unacceptable level of degradation.

These additional items are also important for stewardship of the wilderness resource:
7.  Engage other resource specialists, (biologists, hydrologists, archaeologists, fire managers, etc.) in identifying critical areas of the wilderness in need of protection and integrate with their resource programs to help plan, implement, and monitor projects in wilderness. 

8.  Work with adjacent landowners and other federal, state, and local agencies to recognize local and regional resource protection needs (e.g. wildlife migration routes, air quality effects, etc.) that may cross land ownership and other boundaries.

9.  Build skills for using primitive means to accomplish work throughout the organization (including trail crews, wilderness rangers, fire personnel, wildlife and fisheries technicians, range riders, etc). 

10. Work with other agencies to minimize motorized and mechanical intrusions including overflights (e.g. State Fish and Game departments, military bases, FAA, universities and research organizations)

11. Sign wilderness boundary at both summer and winter access points and conduct patrols to enforce the prohibition on motorized equipment and mechanical transport. 

12. Prepare public educational materials and programs to adequately inform people in advance of their trip about available opportunities for wilderness experiences and the conditions associated with opportunities, the skills needed to be self-reliant while traveling and camping in the wilderness, navigational skills required, and basic safety information for proper planning and preparation. Disseminate this information via web sites, wilderness maps, visitor centers, ranger programs, trailhead signing, and field contacts. 

13. Participate on interdisciplinary teams for proposed projects not only in the wilderness but for proposed projects that would provide non-motorized recreation opportunities outside of wilderness or proposed projects that would alter trailhead or road development level adjacent to wilderness. Providing quality recreation opportunities outside of wilderness can be an effective strategy to maintain wilder conditions in wilderness. Participation on trailhead and access road projects offers the chance to design facilities with consideration for wilderness objectives which can be much more effective than implementing regulations to deal with higher use that often accompanies major facility upgrades.    

