
 

Steens Mountain Wilderness  

Fence Removal roject 
 

Project description as given to volunteers:   

Duties include:  Fence removal - removing and rolling barbed wire, removing and 

stacking fence posts, and some use of hand tools. 

Other:  Individuals will be hiking to and from the project area and camping for several 

nights and should dress appropriately for varying climates (hot days, cool nights, possible 

rain and/or wind).  Individual needs should be provided for, including food, service 

utensils, personal protective equipment, sunscreen, hat, boots, long sleeves, long pants, 

gloves, sleeping bags, tents, and other personal items. 

Safety/Training:  A safety briefing prior to project commencement may cover topics such 

as arduous hiking, varying climates, working with/around animals (pack stock), personal 

safety, removing/rolling/stacking barbed wire and fence posts, Leave No Trace ethics, 

and use of hand tools. 

 

Overall summary of work in FY05:   

Eight separate volunteer work parties accomplished a variety of projects in Steens 

Mountain Wilderness including 6.5 miles of fence removal (34,000 linear feet of fence 

and 1700 posts), 3 miles of trail maintained, and maintenance of portions of the ‘No 

Livestock Grazing Area’ boundary fence.  Since 2002, a total of 22.5 miles of fence 

have been removed.  The exact number of miles of fence remaining to be removed is 

unknown (due to the fact that fences continue to be found in the Wilderness).  The 

number of miles left to be removed is estimated around 50 miles, although this does not 

include fencing which exists on private property within the Wilderness.  Fence removal 

will become more difficult and time consuming from this point on due to the more 

remote locations of the existing fences.   

 

Volunteer groups participating in work projects in the Wilderness included: Backcountry 

Horsemen of Oregon, Burns Llama Trailblazers, Wilderness Volunteers (national), Sierra 

Club (national and local), Reed College and Oregon Natural Desert Association.  These 

groups worked on fence removal and 'No Livestock Grazing Area' boundary fence repair 

projects.  The American Hiking Society (national) completed trail maintenance on a 

portion of the lower end of Little Blitzen Trail, and a contract was awarded to Warren 

Matthews of the Harney County Mule Company to pack out a portion of removed fence 

materials from the Ankle Creek Basin.  

 

Hours total for FY05:  1,560 

Approximate Number of Fence Removal Volunteers in FY05: 70   


